
Transfiguration of Our 
Lord 

 
 

 
 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
February 14, 2021 

(440) 331-2405 
MessiahChurchFairview.org 



2 

 

To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

• Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

• Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

• Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

• Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

• Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

• When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

• Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

• Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

• Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

• For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the plastic cup 
in the receptacle as you return to your place. 

As you leave— 

• Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

• Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Transfiguration of Our Lord 
February 14, 2021 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Jesus on the Mountain Peak,” Mark Sedio 
 
Remain Seated 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
L “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.” 
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L Most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for 
us. For his sake have mercy on us, forgive our sins; and by your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true 
obedience to your Word, so that by your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen.  
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Gathering Hymn “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” #315 

 
 

 

Stand as you are able 
 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines 
from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved 
Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading 2 Kings 2:1-12 

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel 
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD  
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will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to 
Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who 
were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, 
“Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the 
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 
were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 
and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do 
for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a 
double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if 
not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no 
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 50:1-6 

By the Singers 

 

1The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 
  God shines | forth in glory.  
3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 
  to witness the judgment | of the people. 
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5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me  
        and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 
  for it is God | who is judge.  
 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ 
as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who 
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “This Is My Chosen” 

 

 
Leader: This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him, O listen to him! Refrain 
 
Leader: This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him, O listen to him! Refrain 2 times 
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Gospel Mark 9:2-9 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 
could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us 
to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no 
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

 

Hymn of the Day “Jesus on the Mountain Peak,” #317 
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Stand as you are able 

Confession of Faith 

P With the Church of every time and every place, we confess our faith. 
 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
C Amen. 

 
A I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

C Amen. 
 
A I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  

C Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
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Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering  “How Good, Lord, to Be Here,”  

John Behnke 
 

 
A Let us pray. Heavenly Father, you bless us with gifts beyond deserving. 

Accept these tokens of our thanks and use them for the saving 
purposes of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 
By the singers— 
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P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, . . .we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
P Gracious Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit . . . now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

By the singers— 

 

 

When all have communed, stand as you are able 
 
A Let us pray. 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

 C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Alleluia, Song of Gladness,” #318 

 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Alleluia, Song of Gladness,” John Behnke 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
Psalm tone reproduced from “Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
"Jesus on the Mountain Peak," Arrangement Aaron David Miller, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
“This Is My Chosen” Music: Daniel Schwandt © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. 
“Jesus on the Mountain Peak,” Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company; Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
"How Good, Lord, to Be Here," Setting by John Behnke © 2000 Concordia Publishing House   
"Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven," Setting by John Behnke © 2000 Concordia Publishing House    
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571: 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter 
 

Acolyte – Kaitlyn Carlin 
 

Singers – Jim Edwards, Darla Neumann 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacon – Terrie Leske 
 

Welcome Team – Debbie & Steve Schneider  
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Martha Trapp 
  



14 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Feb. 18—MARTIN LUTHER, d. 1546.  Luther was 62 when he died.  It is said 
that his last words were “It’s true. We’re all beggars.”  In other words, the 
glory is Christ’s, and in him alone is our hope. 
 

February 21 
First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 

 

  



15 

 

  



16 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 

 
Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 

Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 
Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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